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\U NAME ._ 
COMMON: 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

V i o l e t ' s Lock House, Lock and Dam #2 (Lock 23) 
2. LOCATION I 

S T R E E T ANC N U M B E R : 

End of V i o l e t s Lock Road 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

^ Dames town 
S T A T E C O U N T Y : 

Maryland Montgomery 
3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N ; 

C A T E G 0 R Y OWNERSHIP STATUS I T * " " * ' , ? " r 
("Choc* One) TO THE PUBLIC 

• District jK Building W Public Public Acquisition: Q Occupied Tes: 

° D Sit. • Struetur. D * * * * O ' " P ' « e « « Q| Unoccupied D R " , r l e , " < 
- Q Obj.ct • Both • Being Con.id.r.d Q P r . . . r v o t i < m w o f k © Unrestricted 

H in progress CD No 

W P R E S E N T USE f Check One or More as Appropriate; 

f l I Agriculturol • Government jgj Park Q Transportation • Comments 

• Commercial CD Industrial Q Private Residence • Other (Specify) 

i-^ • Edueotional CD Military Q Religious 

] Entertainment CD Museum ] Scientific i 
i/1 — ~ _ 
•r [*. OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 
_ _ OWNER'S N A M E : 

N a t i o n a l Park S e r v i c e , U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
U J S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

I I I 
i^t C I T Y OR TOWN: S T A T E : 

Washing t o n , DC ' 
[$. L O C A T I O N O F L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N ' 'M* 
I , iffv-l 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

CITY O R T O W N : S T A T E 

R o c k v i l l e Maryland 
[Ti t le Reference of Current Deed (Book & PgT #) ; 

U. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN E X I S T I N G SURVEYS i'.:< 
* i ' • i • • * -

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

I H i s t o r i c American Bu i ld ings Survey 
D A T E OF S U R V E Y : 1 9 3 6 fVJ Federal D State Q County • Locol 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Lib ra ry of Congress 
__ S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

0 10 F i r s t S t . SE 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 1ST A T E : 

Washington, DC | | 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

• Exc. l l .nt D Good Q Foir Q D.t.r iorotvd Q Ruins [D -Un*xpos*d 

(Check One) 

£^ A l t . t .d n Unclt.r.d 

fC/i*c* On*; 

• Mov«d [H Original Sit* 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T » <D O R I G I N A L f l f known.) PHYSICAL. A P P E A R A N C E 

The only remains of the lock keeper's house is a brick 

chimney with a stone base. 

The lock is dressed in sandstone. 

The feeder lock enters the canal just below the lock. 
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Abor iginol 

• Prehistoric 

• Hitloric 
I | Agriculture 

I | Architecture 

D *» 
I 1 Commerce 

3 Communications 

1 | Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check Onm or Mora ma Appropriate) 

l~l Pre-Columbian Cj 16th Century 
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SPECIFIC DATEISl (It Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 
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• Political 
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losophy 
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• Sculpture 

I I Social/Human-

itorian 

• T heater 

I I Transportation 

M Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 
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Acreage J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 

\\\. FORM PRE PAR EO BY 
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ORG ANI Z A T I O N 

MNCPPC 2 8 Feb 75 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

8787 Georgia Avenue 

m 

CITY O R T O W N : 

Silver Spring 
S T A T E 

Maryland 

State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National Q State • Local Q 

Signature 
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1. Name of Landmark: Dam Number 2 on the Potomac River 

2. Location: On the Potomac River, 0.6 miles downstream from the 
mouth of Seneca Creek; at Violet's Lock on the C&O Canal. 

3. Present use: The dam is in disrepair and is submerged with 
water flowing over it. 

4. Owner: 

5. Date or period built: 1829-1831. It was rebuilt in 1867 only 
to suffer further ice damage requiring the rebuilding of 
the canal in 1873. Except for a 50 foot segment of the 
dam near the canal the dam has not been repaired since the 
early 1900's. 

6. Architectural description: Built with brush and gravel with an 
archstone capping. The dam is 2,500 feet long and spans 
the width of the Potomac. 

7« Builder: C&O Canal Company 

8. Original owner: C&O Canal Company 

9. Historic association: The dam was built by the canal company to 
feed water into the canal at Violet's Lock at a cost of 
$29,000. On the Virginia side the dam feeds water into the 
Virginia canal, built by the Powtomack Company in 1785-92 
to serve as a deep water chute around the rapids just below 
the site of the dam. The dam has a noticable effect on the 
river, backing water up for 9 miles, to form "Seneca Lake". 

10. Bibliography: 1. Interview with Bill Davies, 125 West Greenway 
Boulevard, Falls Church, Virginia. Mr. Davies 
supplied most of the information used by the 
researcher in writing this report. 

11. Researcher: Lewis Fisher 
2653 Woodley Road, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008 
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Violette's Lock & Feeder Dam 
Violette's Lock Road, Seneca 
Jennifer K. Cosham, 12 November 2007 
Looking northwest 

Eastern abutments of north lock (lift lock 23), facing north, showing tow cable drag 
marks 
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Violette's Lock & Feeder Dam 
Violette's Lock Road, Seneca 
Jennifer K. Cosham, 12 November 2007 
North lock (lift lock 23), facing northwest, closeup of paddle 
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Violette's Lock & Feeder Dam 
Violette's Lock Road, Seneca 
Jennifer K. Cosham, 12 November 2007 
East abutment, south bank of north lock (lift lock 23), facing south, showing tow cable 
drag marks 

East abutment, south bank of north lock (lift lock 23), facing north, showing tow cable 
drag marks 
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Violette's Lock & Feeder Dam 
Violette's Lock Road, Seneca 
Jennifer K. Cosham, 12 November 2007 
West abutment, south bank of north lock (lift lock 23), facing north, showing tow cable 
drag marks 
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Violette's Lock & Feeder Dam 
Violette's Lock Road, Seneca 
Jennifer K. Cosham, 12 November 2007 
4PS signage describing the inlet lock and lift lock 
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Violette's Lock & Feeder Dam 
Violette's Lock Road, Seneca 
Jennifer K. Cosham, 12 November 2007 
NPS signage on site 


